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LATIN IN THE FOUR-YEAR PROGRAMME 


Introduction 


The pupils who elect Latin as an option in the Four-Year Programme 
will acquire a basic knowledge of the Latin language, learn a large number 
of =nglish words, read accounts of the life and thought of the Romans 
and receive a sound, thorough training in a subject which requires thought 
and accuracy. The world today needs people who have learned to study a 
problem thoroughly and who can arrive at a reasoned solution, These are 
skills that Latin provides and as one writer has stated, "The skills that 
Latin provides are sorely needed in a world where loose thought and 
careless speech are common", 

It is hoped that when a new text becomes available for the pupils 
who elect this option it will present a simple, basic study of the language 
without either irregularities or infrequent constructions and vocabulary. 
The text will include in most lessons only one basic teaching point, a 
vocabulary, a passage for comprehension and translation, an exercise on 
English derivation, an historical account, and a discussion of topics about 
Roman life and words that will be of interest and value to the pupils. Our 
legacy from the Romans will therefore be revealed in such fields as 
literature, history, social development and derivation. A minimum of 
20% of class time will be spent on topics related to Latin. 

Great emphasis in this course will be placed on the ways in which 
the pupils! knowledge of English, both oral and written, can be increased. 
Latin, like English, is a language and a language is a means of 
expressing thoughts in words, The English word "language" which is itself 


derived from the Latin word lingua meaning tongue or language is just one 


ro 


of the innumerable English words derived from Latin. In fact, over 
50% of all our English words are derived from Latin--proof of the 
statement that Latin has had a greater influence on English than any 
other language. One of the conclusions of a recent study in Canada 
was that "Latin as an aid to reading and writing English is useful 
and beneficial to all pupils". An additional aim in this course will 
be the effective speaking of good English since good oral answering 
will be stressed. By translating Latin selections into clear and 
expressive English, the pupils will become more familiar with the 
structure of English and the meaning of English words and will develop 
a keener appreciation for the English language. Today a good know- 
ledge of English is an invaluable asset. 

The pupils will acquire a great deal of information about the 
Romans, those unique people who first were a simple tribe of farmers 
but whose inborn qualities of courage, loyalty, moral fortitude, 
determination and intelligence won for them a world-wide empire. The 
Romans showec their logic and precision not only in their language but 
also in their legislation and in such feats of engineering as the 
construction of buildings, aqueducts, roads and amphitheatres. Because 
of her heritage Rome is one of the most frequently visited and most 
interesting cities in the world today. The Romans have left the fruits 
of their legacies to us. The pupils who study Latin should acquire both 
an appreciation of the legacies left us by the Romans and a desire to 


gain more information about then. 


Latin Reading Material 


The reading material in this course will consist mainly of inter- 
esting and uncomplicated selections which will give the reader a picture 
of everyday life in classical times, Military accounts will be kept to 
aminimum Fables, stories about mythology, and selections from the 
Vulgate may be included but the empnasis will be placed on the way in 
which the Romans lived and thought. The selections will test the ability 
of the pupils in comprehension and translation. The content of the 
selections will be challenging and will allow for class discussion. In 
any given lesson there will be as close a correlation as possible between 
the historical account and the reading selection. The pupils will be 
encouraged to read all the selections at sight. There will not be a 
separate Authors course in Grade 12 but throughout the course there will 
be a constant emphasis on reading Latin prose selections. 

Vocabulary 

The pupils will be required to learn approximately 200 words per 
year. Words which provide us with English derivatives and words which 
come within the pupils' personal experience will be introduced, Mili- 
tary vocabulary will be kept to a minimum. Any additional words 
introduced in the Reading Lessons will be included in the lesson in which 
they occur. 

Derivation 
The study of derivation is interesting and valuable. The English 


word "derivative" which is made up of the Latin prefix de, "down", and 


aes 

rivus, "stream", describes perfectly the way in which English words 

have "streamed down from" Latin words. In addition to the 50% of our 
English words which are closely associated in meaning to the Latin words 
from which they are derived, English has many words which have interesting 
stories about them. For example, such English words as lunatic 
(moon-struck) derived from the Latin word luna meaning moon, fan or 
zealous supporter derived from the Latin word fanum meaning shrine, 

and muscle derived from the Latin word mus meaning mouse, are examples 

of words which should arouse the pupils' curiosity in the origin of words. 
When the need arises for coining new English words such as television or 
astronaut, ingenious people frequently rely on Latin or Greek words. 

Some English words derived from Greek will be interspersed throughout 

the course. 

Each lesson will include an exercise on English derivation. These 
exercises will enable the pupils to recognize and use more English 
words, to acquire an interest in the origin of words and to become 
more familiar with the use of a dictionary. 

The pupils will be required to learn and to use in context at 

least as many English words derived from Latin wards as Latin words, 
The study of specific English words will proceed according to a definite 
system and the teaching of derivation will be given its proper place in 
the week's programme. The meanings and the uses of these English words 
in context must be taught. It is hoped that these exercises will be of 
the completion type or of the type which requires the substitution of 


synonyms for words in parentheses, 


History 

An integral part of this course will be accounts describing the 
everyday life, the thought, and the legacies of the Romans. Each lesson 
may include a topic which may be introduced formally or through the 
study of a word in a vocabulary. 

These topics should stimulate an interest in additional reading, 
project work if desired, and the organization of an interesting bulletin 
board display. The pupils will find in these accounts of the social 
life of the Romans customs and standards with which to compare our own 
developing culture. The history of Rome gives us a record of completed 
experiments—-experiments both in the material world and in humanity 
itself. 

Supplemental Topics 

Although the following topics will not be obligatory, it is strongly 
recommended that some or all be incorporated in this course. 

1. The reading of an English historical novel or of the translation 

of appropriate writings by Greeks or Romans. 

2. Oral reports about subjects in which the pupils show an interect 

3. Project work. 

4. Simple conversational Latin. 

5. Bulletin board displays. 

Examinations 

The pupils wtudying this subject need careful preparation for 
examinations. They should not be allowed to become discouraged by 
their failure to understand the type of answer which is required by a 


question; hence every type of question to be used on any examination 
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should be explained to them carefully and used as many times as possible 
on previous tests and assignments. 

Examinations should be designed to test the pupils' comprehension of 
what has been carefully taught, frequently used and thoroughly reviewed; 
they should not include points encountered casually in reading lessons 
nor should they display the teacher's ability to include all possible 
difficult constructions in one examination, 

There should be as little repetition of vocabulary and constructions 
as possible, in order that the pupils may not be penalized more than once 
for the same error. There could be, however, some limited repetition of 
vocabulary and constructions in the sight or prepared translation and in 
the sentences, 

The number of marks allotted to each section of the examination should 


closely approximate the time spent in class on each section. 


The pupils who elect this option will receive instruction, training, 
knowledge and enjoyment from studying the language, life and literature 
of the Romans. The benefits derived from studying Latin are both 
tangible and intangible. As Sir Richard Livingstone said, "Education 
is atmosphere as well as instruction". Both of these elements are 


inherent in the study of Latin. 
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Grammatical Content of Course 
GRADE 10 


NOUNS 


a. first declension 
b. second declension 
(i) masculine 
nominative singular ending in -us and -r 
(ii) neuter 
c. third declension 
consonant stems of all genders 


ADJECTIVES 


a. first and second declension 
nominative masculine singular ending in -us and -r 
b. cardinal numerals 
1-3 (nominatives only), 4-10, 100 and 1000 


PRONOUNS 


a. personal 
(i) ego 
(ii) tu 
baad) aS) 
b. interrogative 
nominative and accusative singular of the masculine and 
neuver genders 


VERBS 


Forms and uses in the active voice only of the four regular 
conjugations and sum 
a. indicative 
(i) present 

(ii) imperfect 

(442) future 

(iv) perfect 
b. present infinitive 
c. present imperative 


SYNTAX 


a. basic use or uses of each of the six cases 

b. complex sentences introduced by common conjunctions 
Gene use ol whe enciitic— ne in direct .questions 

d. expressions of time when and time how long 
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GRADE 11 


NOUNS 


a. third declension "I" stems of all genders 
b. fourth declension 
c. fifth declension 


ADJECTIVES 


a. third declension 
b. possessive 
(i) meus 
(41) tuus 
(iii) noster 
(iv) vester 
c. demonstrative 
(i) hic 
(ii) ille 
d, ordinal numerals 
unus — decimus 














PRONOUNS 


demonstrative 
(i) hic 
(i7 )eile 


VERBS 


Forms and uses of 
a. indicative mood 
(i) pluperfect active 
(ii) passive of the five tenses previously introduced 
b. perfect participle passive 
c. infinitive mood 
(i) present passive 
(ii) perfect active 
(iii) perfect passive 
d. possum and eo 


SYNTAX 


a. ab (a) plus the ablative to express agent 

b. indirect statement with a noun as subject of the infinitive 

c. noli and nolite with a complementary infinitive to express 
negative prohibitions 

d. the declension and use of milia with a partitive genitive 


GRADE 12 


ADJECTIVES 


a. suus, sua, suum 
b. comparison 
(i) regular 
(ii) irregular--common ones only 
cs. declension of the comparative and superlative 


ADVERBS 


a. formation 
b. comparison 
(i) regular 
(ii) irregular - common ones only 


PRONOUNS 


a. reflexive--accusative cases only 
b. relative 
c. interrogative 


VERBS 


Forms and uses of 
a. participles 


(i) present active 
(ii) future active 
b. future infinitive active 
c. deponent 
(i) indicative--all tenses except the future perfect 
(ii) present imperative 
(iii) participles--all tenses 
(iv) infinitives--all tenses 
d. volo 


SYNTAX 


a. indirect statement 
(i) with a pronoun as subject of the infinitive 
(ii) dependent upon the Latin verbs spero, iuro and 
polliceor 

(iii) the use of nego 
b. the use of nonne and num in direct questions 
c. the ablative absolute 
d. the use of quam to translate "than" 
e. the declension and use of plus with a partitive genitive 


